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 2      APPEARANCES:
  
 3
  
 4          DONALD CAPPILLINO, ESQ.
          HEARING OFFICER
 5          CAPPILLINO, ROTHSCHILD & EGAN, LLP
          7 Broad Street
 6          P.O. Box 390
          Pawling, New York  12564
 7          Email:  jj@cappillino.com
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19         Chris White, Beacon City Administrator
         Justin Glanda, Tompkins Terrace Housing, L.P.
20         Sara Lee, CEO, Think Dutchess
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 2                    HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBITS
  
 3          1   Notice of public hearing
           For identification/In Evidence          4:5
 4
  
 5          2   Affidavit of publication
           For Identification/In Evidence          4:9
 6
  
 7          3   Affidavit of Jenna L. Jones
           For Identification/In Evidence          4:13
 8
  
 9          4   Designation letter
           For Identification/In Evidence          4:17
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   1                  Tompkins Terrace Housing, L.P.
  
 2            (Whereupon the following exhibits were marked
  
 3                 before the start of the hearing)
  
 4
  
 5           (NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING RECEIVED AND MARKED
  
 6                  AS HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 1
  
 7                  FOR IDENTIFICATION/IN EVIDENCE)
  
 8
  
 9           (AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION RECEIVED AND MARKED
  
10                  AS HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 2
  
11                  FOR IDENTIFICATION/IN EVIDENCE)
  
12
  
13         (AFFIDAVIT OF JENNA L. JONES RECEIVED AND MARKED
  
14                  AS HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 3
  
15                  FOR IDENTIFICATION/IN EVIDENCE)
  
16
  
17              (DESIGNATION LETTER RECEIVED AND MARKED
  
18                  AS HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 4
  
19                  FOR IDENTIFICATION/IN EVIDENCE)
  
20
  
21                       THE HEARING OFFICER:  Good
  
22                 afternoon.  We have now opened the public
  
23                 hearing in the matter of the application
  
24                 of Tompkins Terrace Housing, L.P., for
  
25                 financial assistance from the Dutchess
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   1                  Tompkins Terrace Housing, L.P.
  
 2                 County Industrial Development Agency.
  
 3                       I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
 4                 Exhibit Number 1, in Evidence, the notice
  
 5                 of public hearing in this matter
  
 6                 indicating that this public hearing would
  
 7                 be held at the Municipal Courtroom, One
  
 8                 Municipal Plaza, Beacon, New York 12508,
  
 9                 on the 11th day of July, 2023, at 4:30
  
10                 p.m.  It is now 4:32 p.m., by my watch,
  
11                 and we are located at the Municipal
  
12                 Courtroom here at One Municipal Plaza.
  
13                       I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
14                 Exhibit Number 2, in Evidence, the
  
15                 affidavit of publication from the
  
16                 Poughkeepsie Journal indicating that a
  
17                 true copy of this notice of public hearing
  
18                 was published in the Poughkeepsie Journal
  
19                 on June 27, 2023.
  
20                       I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
21                 Exhibit Number 3, in Evidence, the
  
22                 affidavit of Jenna L. Jones indicating
  
23                 that on June 27, 2023, a copy of this
  
24                 notice of public hearing was served by
  
25                 mail upon the Honorable Lee Kyriacou,
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   1                  Tompkins Terrace Housing, L.P.
  
 2                 Mayor of the City of Beacon, upon Dr.
  
 3                 Matthew Landahl, Superintendent of Schools
  
 4                 of the Beacon City School District, and
  
 5                 upon the Honorable William F.X. O'Neil,
  
 6                 Dutchess County Executive.
  
 7                       I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
 8                 Exhibit Number 4, in Evidence, the letter
  
 9                 of Timothy Dean, Chairman of the Dutchess
  
10                 County Industrial Development Agency,
  
11                 dated June 27, 2023, designating me as the
  
12                 Hearing Officer in this matter.  Those are
  
13                 Exhibits 1 through 4 marked in Evidence.
  
14                       With that, I will open the public
  
15                 hearing.  Does anyone wish to speak?  If
  
16                 no one wishes to speak, I will now close
  
17                 the public hearing.  Thank you very much.
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   1
  
 2          STATE OF NEW YORK  )
                             )  ss:
 3          COUNTY OF DUTCHESS )
  
  
 4
  
 5               I, DONNA M. WELLS, a stenotype reporter and
  
 6           Notary Public within and for the State of New
  
 7           York, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
  
 8           true and correct transcript of the minutes
  
 9           recorded by me and reduced to typewriting under
  
10           my supervision to the best of my knowledge and
  
11           ability.
  
12
  
13
  
14                                 X___________________
                                     DONNA M. WELLS
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19
  
20          Dated:  July 12, 2023
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From: Doreen Tignanelli
To: Sarah Lee
Subject: Public Comment, DCIDA Public Hearing, Tompkins Terrace, Beacon, July 11, 2023
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 10:12:21 AM

Ms. Lee, please acknowledge and include my comments as part of the official public
record for the DCIDA Public Hearing for Tompkins Terrace Housing L.P. scheduled
for July 11, 2023 at 4:30pm at the Municipal Court Room, Beacon NY and share
these comments with the DCIDA Chair and Board members.   
 
1) I am opposed to the DCIDA issuance of  "Financial Assistance" to the Project in
any form including, but not limited to, state and local sales and use tax exemptions.  It
should be noted that the project is benefitting financially from a 40-year PILOT
granted by the Beacon City Council.  

 
2)  Financial assistance is simply not needed in light of affiliation with KeyBank, the
primary subsidiary of KeyCorp with an estimated $197 billion in assets.  

At the DCIDA Special Meeting of May 23, 2023, DCIDA Board Member Kathy Bauer,
who is employed in the banking field and was previously a KeyBank National
Association Vice President, questioned why "a bank the size of KeyBank would
need our help".  Ms. Bauer then voted against the preliminary resolution to grant
financial assistance. 

It was also stated at that meeting that KeyBank benefits from tax credits by investing
in an affordable housing project like Tompkins Terrace, including the fact that such an
investment helps KeyBank's score under the federal Community Reinvestment Act.   

Financial assistance should not be provided by the DCIDA so a behemoth like
KeyBank or one of its subsidiaries can maximize tax credits, ratings or profits.  

 
3) There will be no job creation from this project as it was stated at the meeting that
no new jobs are to be created, FTEs will be maintained at the current five, and that it
runs well with that number.    

4) The legitimacy of DCIDA votes and documentation of those votes is of utmost
importance in order to maintain public confidence but that was not the case with the
Tompkins Terrace motion to reconsider.  

The Preliminary Resolution for Financial Assistance for this project was soundly
defeated at the May 23, 2023 special meeting with the vote being (1) For and (5)
Against.

Then, at the June 14, 2023 DCIDA Meeting, Chairman Tim Dean voted in favor of a
motion to reconsider the Preliminary Resolution for Financial Assistance even though
he was absent from the May 23, 2023 special meeting where the resolution was

mailto:doreentig@aol.com
mailto:sarah@thinkdutchess.com


defeated.   

However, the fact that Dean illegitimately voted on the motion to reconsider was not
accurately documented in the posted draft June 14, 2023 minutes which state "Roll
call vote was taken and all voted in favor except Chairman Dean, who
abstained."  That is not accurate as Chairman Dean did not abstain, his vote to
approve can clearly be heard around 7 minutes and 57 seconds into the video
recording of the meeting.  When the legality of Dean's vote was disputed by board
member Don Sagliano, DCIDA Counsel Don Cappillino can be heard saying that it
doesn't matter, it carried anyway.  Legitimacy of votes and documentation does
matter.  If legal requirements are not being followed in a public setting, it calls into
question what is happening out of the public's view.        

5) Regarding relocation of residents during proposed renovations, it was stated that
residents can use the community room, be housed in on-site vacant units or be given
stipends to stay elsewhere.  As residents are of limited means, a requirement of
Financial Assistance should be that no one will lose their current housing due to
renovations.  
   
6)  When applicants come before the DCIDA and seek financial assistance in the
form of tax breaks, that shifts the tax burden to the remaining base which may lead to
higher tax bills for other property owners while maximizing profits of the developers
and investors.     
 
While some DCIDA members appear defensive and dismissive when public comment
is given stating that taxpayers subsidize exemptions the DCIDA hands out, the New
York State Comptroller's 'Performance of Industrial Development Agencies In New
York State', 2022 Annual Report dated June 2022 expresses concern regarding
shifting of tax burden as it states "However, the tax exemptions they grant to their
projects can reduce the tax base of local governments and school districts, and
may result in increases to other taxpayers’ bills."
 
     
Doreen A. Tignanelli
29 Colburn Drive
Poughkeepsie NY  12603  
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