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 1               DC IDA PUBLIC HEARING
  
 2      (HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 1, NOTICE OF
  
 3      PUBLIC HEARING, RECEIVED INTO EVIDENCE)
  
 4
  
 5    (HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 2, AFFIDAVIT OF
  
 6        PUBLICATION, RECEIVED INTO EVIDENCE)
  
 7
  
 8    (HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 3, AFFIDAVIT OF
  
 9      JENNA L. JONES, RECEIVED INTO EVIDENCE)
  
10
  
11   (HEARING OFFICER'S EXHIBIT 4, APPOINTMENT OF
  
12      HEARING OFFICER, RECEIVED INTO EVIDENCE)
  
13                       *****
  
14   HEARING OFFICER CAPPILLINO:
  
15             Good afternoon, everyone.  I'd like
  
16       to call this public hearing to order.
  
17       I'm Donald Cappillino.  I'm the Hearing
  
18       Officer in this matter for the Dutchess
  
19       County Industrial Development Agency.
  
20             Before the hearing began, I had the
  
21       stenographer mark as Hearing Officer's
  
22       Exhibit 1 in evidence the notice of
  
23       public hearing in this matter, indicating
  
24       that this public hearing would be held on
  
25       April 19, 2022 at 4 p.m. local time at
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 1               DC IDA PUBLIC HEARING
  
 2       the City Hall of the City of Beacon, 1
  
 3       Municipal Plaza, Beacon, New York.  And
  
 4       the time now is about 4:09.  We've been
  
 5       here since before four o'clock, preparing
  
 6       to open this meeting.
  
 7             I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
 8       Exhibit 2 in evidence the affidavit of
  
 9       Linda Tutt from the Poughkeepsie Journal,
  
10       indicating that on April 6, 2022, a copy
  
11       of the notice of public hearing was
  
12       published one time in the Poughkeepsie
  
13       Journal.
  
14             I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
15       Exhibit 3 in evidence the affidavit of
  
16       Jenna L. Jones, indicating that, on April
  
17       6, 2022, a true copy of the notice of
  
18       public hearing was served by mail in a
  
19       sealed envelope, with postage prepaid
  
20       thereon, in a post office or official
  
21       depository of the United States Post
  
22       Office within the State of New York,
  
23       addressed to the Honorable Lee Kyriacou,
  
24       the Mayor of the City of Beacon; Dr.
  
25       Matthew Landahl, the Superintendent of
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 1               DC IDA PUBLIC HEARING
  
 2       Schools of the Beacon City School
  
 3       District; and upon the Honorable Marcus
  
 4       J. Molinaro, the Dutchess County
  
 5       Executive.
  
 6             I had marked as Hearing Officer's
  
 7       Exhibit 4 in evidence the April 6, 2022
  
 8       letter of Timothy Dean, Chairman of the
  
 9       Dutchess County Industrial Development
  
10       Agency, appointing me, Donald Cappillino,
  
11       as the Hearing Officer in this matter.
  
12             So now, if anyone would like to
  
13       speak on this matter, please come
  
14       forward.  I ask each of you, when you
  
15       speak, to state your name and your
  
16       position for the record.  Thank you.
  
17   CITY ADMINISTRATOR WHITE:
  
18             My name is Christopher White.  I'm
  
19       the City Administrator for the City of
  
20       Beacon.  I'm here to represent Mayor
  
21       Kyriacou, who couldn't be here due to
  
22       prescheduled travel.
  
23             We want to thank the IDA for the
  
24       opportunity to comment on the project at
  
25       23-28 Creek Drive, which has been a
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 1               DC IDA PUBLIC HEARING
  
 2       partnership with the City of Beacon.  We
  
 3       do appreciate the IDA taking into account
  
 4       the opinion of the local community, and
  
 5       I'm here to speak in favor of the IDA
  
 6       benefits for the Weber project.
  
 7             You may know that this is -- the
  
 8       site is the former highway garage for the
  
 9       City of Beacon Highway Department.  It
  
10       has a lot of constraints in terms of the
  
11       space, so the project has had to deal
  
12       with that through things like putting in
  
13       underground parking that costs additional
  
14       expense.
  
15             They are bringing 20,000 square
  
16       feet of commercial space to the city
  
17       that's much needed for job creation.
  
18             We're excited to have a German
  
19       software company coming to Beacon, and
  
20       that's only made possible by the efforts
  
21       of Rodney Weber and his team.
  
22             We also are excited that the
  
23       developer has worked with our local
  
24       Greenway Committee to develop trails
  
25       along that area of the Fishkill Creek,
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 1               DC IDA PUBLIC HEARING
  
 2       and we appreciate the partnership and we
  
 3       strongly support the recommended IDA
  
 4       benefits on this project.
  
 5             Again, we like to be very selective
  
 6       about what projects do receive those
  
 7       benefits and the tax abatements, and in
  
 8       this case, we believe, because of the job
  
 9       creation and the reuse of a difficult
  
10       former public property, that that
  
11       warrants the IDA benefits being awarded.
  
12       So thank you.
  
13   HEARING OFFICER CAPPILLINO:
  
14             Thank you, City Administrator
  
15       White.
  
16             Anyone else like to speak?  All
  
17       right, if no one else would like to
  
18       speak, I will now close the public
  
19       hearing.  Thank you, everyone.
  
20                       *****
  
21
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23
  
24
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 2
  
 3               C E R T I F I C A T E
  
 4
  
 5   STATE OF NEW YORK    )
                        )SS:
 6   COUNTY OF ORANGE     )
  
 7
  
 8
  
 9        I, LAURA EVANS, a Court Reporter and
  
10   Notary Public within and for the State of New
  
11   York, do hereby certify that the foregoing is
  
12   a true and correct transcript of the minutes
  
13   recorded by me and reduced to typewriting
  
14   under my supervision to the best of my
  
15   knowledge and ability.
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Sarah Lee

From: Doreen Tignanelli <doreentig@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 12:47 PM
To: Sarah Lee
Subject: Comment for 23-28 Creek Drive Public Hearing April 19, 2022, 4pm Beacon City Hall

 

Ms. Lee, please acknowledge and include my comments as part of the official public 
record for the DCIDA Public Hearing for 23-28 Creek Drive scheduled for April 19, 2022 at 
4pm, at City Hall of Beacon, to extend the Completion Date to July 31, 2022 and extend 
the termination of the Sales Tax Exemption Benefit to December 31, 2022 and to increase 
the Sales Tax Exemption Benefit by $95,000.  I request these comments be shared with 
the DCIDA Chair and Board members.  
 
1) I am opposed to the issuance of any Financial Assistance or Amended Financial Assistance to the 
23-28 Creek Drive project which has already received Mortgage Tax Exemption, Sales Tax 
Exemption and a Payment in Lieu of Taxes.      
 

2) In a March 22, 2022 letter to Ms. Lee, owner Rodney Weber stated "We believe that the 
completion of this project will not be feasible without the additional IDA Assistance".  
 

So we are asked to believe that the project will go uncompleted for lack of $95,000 
exemption even after Creek Drive General Manager Timothy Parsaca stated at the DCIDA 
Special Meeting of April 8, 2022 that they were "96% done with the building itself".   The 
claim that the project must have DCIDA funding or else sounds like the usual rhetoric that, 
unfortunately for taxpayers, seems to resonate with the DCIDA.  
 

3) DCIDA Vice Chairman Doyle, who was running the April 8, 2022 special meeting in 
Chairman Dean's absence, wished Mr. Parsaca good luck with the public hearing, that he 
hoped it would go well.  However, no luck is needed based on prior actions by the 
Board.    
 

When approving an additional sales tax exemption for the USEF Tioranda/Amazon project 
in November 2021, DCIDA Chairman Dean basically said that since the IDA previously 
approved a sales tax exemption for that project, saying no to an additional exemption 
would be like reversing their prior approval.  Even though I have never seen the DCIDA 
refuse a request for funding in the two plus years I have been attending meetings, 
Chairman Dean's comments seem to cement any requests for additional 
funding.  Therefore, 23-28 Creek Drive should expect to receive their additional sales tax 
exemption.               
 

4) The $95,000 increase in Sales Tax Exemption will increase the tax burden to Dutchess 
County residents in spite of the claim made by the DCIDA at the May 13, 2020 meeting for 
23-28 Creek Drive when it was stated that there would be no transfer of burden from this 
project to taxpayers as there is currently no tax revenue from this City of Beacon-owned 
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property and the City also bears the cost of upkeep and maintenance.  However, there 
was no burden to non-Beacon residents from this parcel prior to DCIDA approval.  By 
providing 23-28 Creek Drive with a Mortgage Tax Exemption, Sales Tax Exemption and a 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes, the DCIDA is shifting the tax burden to all Dutchess County 
residents.  The shifting of tax burden to others was noted in the New York State Comptroller's 
'Performance of Industrial Development Agencies In New York State', 2021 Annual Report dated 
June 2021 which states, "However, tax exemptions granted by IDAs can reduce the tax base of local 
governments and school districts and may increase other taxpayers’ tax bills".   
 

5) The actual number of jobs created by this project remains to be seen. The Board stated 
at the May 13, 2020 meeting for 23-28 Creek Drive that recapture/clawback provisions are 
in effect, including for the number of FTE jobs.   However, such provisions depend on 
accurate reporting of numbers.  Specific to FTEs, the Dutchess County Comptroller Audit 
Report of the LDC/IDA noted the lack of a "formal monitoring process" as well as 
inconsistencies in FTE calculations, citing the example where "In some cases, the IDA is 
reporting seasonal and part-time employees as 1 FTE; in other cases, they are reported 
as 0.5 FTE."   Such deficiencies call into question the effectiveness of recapture/clawback 
provisions that rely on potentially flawed employment numbers.   
 
 
Doreen A. Tignanelli 
29 Colburn Drive 
Poughkeepsie NY  12603   
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Sarah Lee

From: Jim Beretta <jimberetta@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 11:51 AM
To: Sarah Lee
Subject: Public Hearing Comments, 23-28 CREEK DRIVE, LLC, April 19, 2022

 
 
Ms. Lee (DCIDA CEO), 
  
I wish to submit the following public comments for the April 19, 2022 public hearing, to be held at 4:00 
p.m.,  local time, at the City Hall of Beacon, 1 Municipal Plaza, Beacon, New York 12508, for the 
amended financial assistance described in the public hearing notice as follows: 
 

"The Company submitted to the Agency a letter amendment to their application reflecting an increase in the 
anticipated construction cost for the Project and requesting an increase in the sales and use tax exemption granted 
by the Agency and an extension of the Completion Date for the Project (the “Amended Financial Assistance”).  
 
 The Agency is contemplating providing the Amended Financial Assistance to the Company by granting an 
increase in the exemption from all state and local sales and use taxes with respect to the qualifying personal 
property included within the Facility or used in the construction, improvement, reconstruction, repair, renovation, 
installation, furnishing and equipping of the Facility." 
  

Please acknowledge receipt of this public hearing input and that it will be added to the 
record as public hearing comment. 
  
I am opposed to the amended financial assistance requested as described above and, as 
further described in the DCIDA meeting agenda for April 20, 2022, as follows:   
 

"For Consideration and Approval of a Supplemental Resolution for 23-28 Creek 
Drive, LLC (City of Beacon) authorizing the amendment of the existing Lease and 
Project Agreement (1) to extend the Completion Date to July 31, 2022 and to extend 
the termination of the Sales Tax Exemption benefit to December 31, 2022 and (2) 
increase the Sales Tax Exemption benefit by $95,000.00." 

 
 
My reasons for opposition are as follows:  
 
1) This project has already benefited from substantial DCIDA financial assistance and it is not 
believable that they need an additional $95,000.00 in sales tax benefits to complete the project. 
 
2) This will be another tainted approval by the DCIDA board. 
 
The IDA board has been tainted by DCIDA Chairman Tim Dean's comments at the November 10, 
2021 DCIDA meeting regarding another project, the USEF Tioranda, LLC (Amazon/Bluewater) 
request for additional sales tax exemption, where he set the following tone: 
  

a. The reasons for granting the initial approval should be the basis of approval for future, 
reasonable, changes to a project and that the applicant would expect that. 
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b. If the DCIDA rejects a request for changes that it may affect future projects and the applicant 
may go somewhere else. 
  

In essence, the message to the board was:  If the applicant comes back asking for changes, the IDA 
board owes it to them.  
 
3) Mostly all projects coming before the DCIDA claim that their project is unaffordable without IDA 
financial assistance.  These seem like boilerplate words to get financial assistance. It is hard to 
believe that all of these projects would not be successful without DCIDA financial assistance. 
 
4) By granting additional financial assistance to this project it means that the normal tax payments for 
this project, by the developer, will be transferred as an additional tax burden to all other taxpayers in 
the municipality and the County. 
 
  
Again, I am opposed to the amended (additional) financial assistance being requested from the 
DCIDA.   
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jim Beretta 
Town Of Poughkeepsie Resident & Taxpayer 
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